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V iola Mae Ragsdale Miller was born October 28, 1929 and departed from this

life on September 21, 2019.
She was the oldest child of Willard and Vircy McDaniel Ragsdale. Viola graduated

from Charity High School in 1947 and Missouri State Teachers College (now Missouri

State University) in 1953. Viola had a passion for teaching. She taught at Kelly,
Charity, and Buffalo Elementary schools for 42 years, retiring in 2000 at 70 years

old.
Viola was married to Pruitt Miller on May 14, 1950. They were married for 62 years

and blessed with two children: Curtis Lynn and Marilyn Ann.

Viola began her teaching career at Kelly School where she boarded with a local farm
family. She had many humorous memories of her time as one of the last one-room

schoolteachers in Missouri where her duties included educating first through 8th
grade students, sweeping the floor, and stoking the furnace fire. Viola remained in

touch with many of her former students. One mark of her impact as a teacher is how

many of her former students remained in contact with her.
Viola cherished her family and embraced her roles as mother, grandmother, and

educator.
Viola supported many charities and organizations, including the American Lung

Association, the Drury gifted education program, the Missouri State Teachers
Association, and the Community Teachers Association. Viola and Pruitt were a

familiar sight at many board meetings and conventions, including the beekeeping

association, where her famous good luck often resulted in winning the door prize.
She was a long-time member of the First Baptist Church of Buffalo where she was

active in the children’s ministry. She gave of her time and money to many worthy
causes.

Viola was preceded in death by her husband Pruitt; her parents, Willard and Vircy
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McDaniel Ragsdale; one sister, Erma Jean Brashers; two brothers, Willard Ragsdale,

Jr., and Donald Lee Ragsdale; and one daughter-in-law, Susan Miller. She is survived
by her children, Curtis Miller and Suzy Willis of Leawood, KS, Marilyn Miller Walker

and her husband Michael of Mtn. Grove, MO; her grandchildren, Sarah Wainwright
and her husband Chris of Lee’s Summit, MO, Lindsay Miller of Des Moines, IA, and

Audrey Walker of Minneapolis, MN; and one great-grandchild, Ella Madison

Wainwright. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made to the Mission
Chapel Cemetery Fund.

Funeral services will be conducted at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, September 27, 2019 at the
Cantlon Otterness & Viets Funeral Home with Rev. Michael Walker officiating.

Interment will be in the Mission Chapel Cemetery under the care and direction of

the Cantlon Otterness & Viets Funeral Home of Buffalo. Visitation will be from
10:00-11:00 a.m. Friday at the Funeral Home.

To send flowers or a memorial gift to the family of Mrs. Viola Mae Miller please visit our
Sympathy Store.
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Visitation

Cantlon-Otterness & Viets Funeral Home -

Buffalo

931 W. Main St., Buffalo MO 65622

Service

Cantlon-Otterness & Viets Funeral Home -

Buffalo

931 W. Main St., Buffalo MO 65622

Cemetery Details

Mission Chapel Cemetery

Elkland MO
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10:00 AM - 11:00 AM CT

Friday, September 27, 2019

11:00 AM CT
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=37.6446756,-93.10153969999999
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=37.6446756,-93.10153969999999
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=37.4430998,-93.031015


Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Viola by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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